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THE LONG ROAD AHEAD

Investing in stocks has never been for the faint of heart, but lately the road 
has been especially rocky. The recent downhill ride has left many investors 
wondering whether they should swear off equities altogether.

However, investors who react emotionally to current events could fi nd themselves missing out on potential 
long-term opportunities. Consider the historical record. In the past, the markets have usually rewarded those 
who invested for the long term. Using a buy-and-hold strategy is one way to help manage risk and possibly 
overcome the effects of short-term volatility.

In the 50 one-year holding periods since 1958, the S&P 500 Composite (total return) experienced 12 periods 
with negative returns. However, over the 41 10-year holding periods since 1958, only one 10-year period 
showed a negative return.

Of course, this doesn’t mean you should never sell your holdings at any given point. Always consider your risk 
tolerance, time horizon, and overall fi nancial goals when buying or selling investments.

The stock market has had its share of roller-coaster thrills lately, but don’t be tempted to react emotionally. Call 
Chris Cockrell at 800.436.8328 ext. 701110 to review the long-term implications of your investment strategy.

The information in this article is not intended as tax or legal advice, and it may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek tax or legal advice from an independent professional 
advisor. The content is derived from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security. This material was written and 
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BUSINESS SMARTS. If you are one of the many members that have a small business or a home based 
business on the side, it is very important to have an account separate from your personal account for those deposits.

Business accounts offer benefi ts that personal accounts don’t. The primary benefi t of a business account is that it can 
help you keep your fi nances organized and it can ease your tax preparation. The Credit Union can offer you another 
benefi t, free Electronic Check Recovery. The Credit Union automatically collects any NSF checks that you may receive 
from a customer. You don’t have to worry about the hassle, we do the work for you.

Contact our Business Services Manager, Wade Lilly, at 800.436.8328 ext. 701127 or 
wlilly@msfi nancialfcu.org to fi nd out more about the benefi ts of our Business Accounts.


